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I ONE OF Tile POOK CHIIaDHGN'S CHKISTVIAS TKEES. I

A Distributinq the Gifts Provided bJ "The Eveninq World's " Readers.
ullooa -
ii j At It to make atonement for the hard
ocil times Dame Nature appeared with the

I most (enlal smiles this morning, and the
day. a mild as in April, haa been espe- -

- daily fine for the children of the poor
len who have depended upon "The Evening

. World" Santa Clnus for their Christmas

. J"y"'

mmm He Is a mighty fine fellow, this Bt.
Nlek. of "The Evening World," thanks
to the generous-henrte- d readers who con-
tribute to his Christmas fund. He was In

even places at once and many
; thousands of his dearest little children

Jv were out bright and early to see htm.
Santa Claus has a host of lovely

J daughters, too. and they helped at the
even "Evening World" Christmas

trees with smiling fares and hearts so
tender that there were tears In them

I as they bestowed the good old Halat'agifts upon these balms from back tene-
ments.

Wan-face- weary mothers, with tod- -'

dungs at their skirts und their weukarms full of babies, and gloomy-face- d

nd discouraged fathers came with their'I' tie ones, forgotten by Santa Clous at
home, but remembered bountifully by theold fellow at thesa gathering places.

Hlg girls led llttla ones and big boys
helped their smaller brothers to And
their way through the crowds and get
to the j.lace where Kris Krlngle's girlswere distributing Christmas joys.

The readers who have given so gen-
erously cannot Imagine, till they haveiMd one experience, the amount of workand patience and trouble expended by
other gentle-hearte- d people m prepar- -

nthaM festivals of pleasure for thefr babies of Poverty Row. Besides thek cases and cases of toys, dolls, sheep.
t; pigs, goats, drums, horses, jumplnir-- Ijacks, whips. Noah's urks, tea sets.1 et"' m,t,n' stockings.HUH coats, jackets, shirt waists, capsW and what not, purchased with the fundcontributed by the readers and added

iT.. "I" edlt0'' of "Th" Evening"orld, there were other cases by thescore of toys and glmcracks, clothingJ I candies, fjawkjrf, fioj,kJej. flojign,

nuts, nuts and the like sent In by deal
en who give frequently without so much
as a mark to show who wns the giver.

All these had to be divided up among
the seven trees, five In New York, one In
lirooklyn and one In Jersey City, and
when It is considered that there were
thousands and thousands of gifts to be
distributed of toys, surely, und articles of
wear when they seemed to be needed, be-

sides a box of candy, nuts and crackers
to each poor child, some Idea of the work
done by these volunteer ladies and gen-

tlemen may be had.

All the work of preparation has been
going on for three weeks at "The Even-
ing World" Christmas-Tre- e Headquar-
ters, 106 and 108 Kast Twenty-thir- d

street. Those who have labored there by
day and till 10 or 11 o'clock at night In-

clude Miss Marguerite St. John, the
beautiful English actress; Master Henry
Levy, the already famous young plunlst;
Miss Margery Wood, Walter J. Brookes,
Mr. and Mrs. Royal Keith, Mrs. Au-

gustus Whiting, Mrs. Curry Childs and
Mr. Ellis.

They worked last night till past mid-

night, then visited the various halls
where the Christmas trees took root,
dressed the trees and packed and ar-

ranged the gifts for this morning's dis-

tribution. With two winks of sleep, they
were on hand agnln to distribute the
gifts at 8.30 this morning.

"The Evening World" Chrlstm.is-Tre- e

festivals were held y at tne fcllow-ln- g

places:
Harlem Opera-Hous- One Hundred

and Twenty-fift- h street and Seventh ave-

nue, &80 to 10.30 o'clock, by the kndnes
of Oscar Hammersteln, of generous
heart.

American Theatre, Eighth avenue srid
Forty-secon- d street, S.30 to 10..10 o'clock,
through the goodness of T. Henry

Clarendon Hall, Thirteenth uriet,
Third and Fourth avenues, 9.30 to

11.10 o'clock.

Central Opera-Hous- Sixty-sevent- h

street, east of Third avenue, 'j.m Iq 11.30

o'clock. . L

New Irving Hall, 114 Broome street, 9

to 11 o'clock.
Clermont Avenue Rink, Brooklyn, 9 to

18 o'clock.
Office of the Overseer or the Poor, 14

Bright stieet, Jersey City, 9 to U(o'olock.

CLARENDON HALL'S TREE.

Thousands of Little Ones Made
Happy with OlfU.

Miss Marguerite St. John, radiant and
LUll of the Christmas spirit, presided
ut the Clarendon Hall festival. In the
centre of the hall a giant fir tree had
taken root, redolent with mountain per-

fume and laden with Christmas fruit.
'1 nere were beautiful dolls, tiny drums,
tin horns, d balls und gew-
gaws of all kinds. Forming a square
about this wit. arranged 'aides heaped
high With ull sorts of delight! for Ju-

venile hearts. Then aealn, outside of
that was another counter, and between
the tables ami counters were ft bevy
of beuullful girls und good women,
ready for the eaRer, clamorous throng
that rilled Thirteenth street almost
from Third to Fourth Hvenue, while
every etreel In the neighborhood was
the scene 01 procession: of hungry

bound for "The Evening World''
Christmas Tree.

The ladles who assisted Miss St. John
were Mre. Beatrice tony Childs. Miss
Bertha W'llby, Mis. John Qlendennlng,
Misses Annie, Katie and Nellie Sullivan,
mim Marie carlvle, Mrs. uuceuie Vassar
Lynch, Mine Florence I'hropp, Mrs.
Throppj Miss Bijou Fernandez, Miss
Mary Shaw. Miss Mamie Smith and Miss
l.ennle Julian.

Outside the counters whs a committee
of gentlemen who guided the children
into the hull by one door, saw that each
received nlfts from the supply, and then
guided them out at another door to the
street again. This committee included
Royal Keith. John lilendennlng, the ster-
ling avion T. Barony Lambert, the come-
dian; Henrv Levy, the plunlst; Walter J.
Brooke 111'1 l.mn i, actor,
and Herr Fred Luliin, the prestldlgila- -

l'ii In the gallery Conductor Emlle
Bchoen and thirty-liv- e members of that
famous organisation of St. Mark's place,
the Ophelia Orchestra f New York, dis-
coursed sweetest music while the chil-
dren marched in. gut their gifts und re- -

1 The officer of. the Ophellft arc tieorge

TToeh. President! otto Joaioy nnd otto
Id. Storjn, Secretaries; Henry .Meni," r, 1.1-- I

brartan, und J. rJettlgeri Assistant LI-- i
brarlan. The organisation is nine years
old, and one ol i i finest and most in-

dent musical orgunloattona of the me-
tropolis. Conductor s. lend i the n

leader, and teacher of Instrumental
music and composition.

It was a touching iKht. these throngs
of anxious, eager, expectant or frightened
tatterdemalions, as thev surged into the
hall in spit.- of the effor s of the police-
men outside and the Committeemen In-

side and then emerged, the lrls hur-gin-

dons to their rugKed
iioseins. the boys blowing their luni;s nut
on tin horns, beating drums or boasting
alstut their stuffed horss,
and what not, and all munching candy
and I.LiU'lilir: tfleefullv.

Tin- distribution began nt 9 30. and thou-
sands of littte i. ill's were made happy be-
fore the noon hour struck.

-- - -

JOY IN THE CLERMONT RINK.

Brooklyn Children Receive I'retenti
from a Mammoth Tree.

Thousand! of poor children In Brooklyn
crowded Into the Clermont Avenue Rink
at j o'clock thie nuirnin to receive t.y.
clothing and fi')ii from thWr Banta Claue

"The Bvenlni World" Chrletmai t:....
The children i many of Whom were ftp.

com pan led by their parents, poured
through the doom and divided on both
hIiIph uf the galler .

Before 7 o'clock they began to gather
in front of the entrance of the rink, en
Vermont av nue. By 90. a balf-ho-

before the doors were thrown open, there
were fully Ave hundred children clamor-int-;

for admlaaton.
They were poor Children In Benxe

of tho wuiii. Borne f them were barely
i;i i. one ntti.' fellow, named Archie

Davids, u but acven yeara old, came in
his bare feel, He was given a tine new
pair of ehoea, three pair- of warm wool- -
it n itaclUnga, ii woollen underahlrt, coal
and fur but with ear laps, bealdea re-
ceiving the amount of toy "i candles
whieh wen ;iv.-i- to the other children.

Uvery litii girl and buy u ui was
scantily clad wae atven clothing. Home
of them were placed on the platform
ini'i dressed from head to foot,

The rink presented .t beautiful
decorated with the Rags of ull

nations, evergreen and tir trees,
Sm decvratlons were donated by Frctl- -

A Id rich, the lirooklyn
decorator, of Lawrence street.

Boiomons Orchestra, consisting of
twelve pieces, led by Charles ti. Bofomon,

-- ..r s: Myrtle a iiti". played nil the Nh- -

tlonal nnd popular airs, and the children
Joined in ih chowsei with a Will.

The t'lirlstinan tree was decorated
even more artJstlt'HUy than In furmer
yea fa, and the llmb aere In nt down
almosi in .h- - floor with d in. Perrls
wheels, horns, Noah's urks, drums and
ttiv" of all descriptions,

The Uernrntlon :s principally the
woik of Miss i:dnh Ackerman, who, with
other ladles Upent all yesterday after-- 'noon making preparations for the recep-
tion of tho children.

Mr. Norman I. Monro, who donated
the us.- - of the rink, was present ;iH the
morning, to see that the attaches of
his property gave every assistance for
the comfort and pleasure of the poor
little children.

Nell Nelson, the bright ynunjr woman
reporter of "The Evening World." was
among the ladles who h supervision of
tte' 'hrlstmas tree In Brooklyn. Hbe
busied herself in providing the little ones
v. lih hugs stockM "i toj h an I i andy, and
sent them away with light hearts and
smilliiK faces.

Promptly at 50, the ladles on the r im--

t tee Began the distribution of th 101 i,

Bach boy was glveu ;i fug-ho- the lit-
tle ones trumpets, a lrrls wheel, cloth- -
Ing, a game, such " tenpins, horses,
d irkey targets, a words, Jack-in-bo-

and q big box of randy.
The hearts Of the little girls ere nade

Kind with pretty d ills, sweet biscuits,
clothing, d ills' dresses uiid two big
boxes of candy.

There was no restraint pin-- i ipon
the ehlMren The boya acre uermltt?j
to romp about the no r blosrlug their
horns, beating the Irums anj sshutma
merry Chrstma until 'h4 neighborhoou
resounded with ihe echo jf their lemon- -
BtrOtloni Of l.ai i'lti'--

The case ol little Mickey Docahi rty
was pathetic in the extreme, Mlcicey is
a cripple, and as bo Is obllgoq to use
crutches he did ti"t dare to nis.t in Kith
ids stronger brothern ahen the doom
were opened

la th. crowd Of children were many
poor no-- and women, who were taken
eare of, owlUR to t?" thoughtfulneas of
the man) merchanti who had donated
f i and clothing for adults uioiik !iii
their toyi and candies. The women were
given hosiery and underwear, and amona
the men were distributed shoes, trousers,
coals and hft

When "Mickey" reached the tree ho
was crying as though bis heart would
break, because, he "all the good
thing! were Kone."

I ilka Ackeriuuu took Mickey iu charge,

nnd, fltte.i him out In a brnnd-i- w suit,
Untlerwear, shoe'. Stockings, nnd a cap
with a gO.U-lac- e around it. This cap
ideused Mickey more than tin bis box r

toys he was Mlyen. Later the ll't'e fel-- !
iv was t umd crying because he couldn't
airy home tne toys and food mi ace Hint

of lils crutches, One of the Isdlei volun-
teered to "J" home with MIcRey, mil he
1. rt the rink, possibly, the imppb-s- t of
lie- little Is.

A feature of tie distribution was a
bitf candy rhureh, which was donated
by Leon ll. Loeu, sexton and unUer-take- r,

nf IffiO Thirl avenue, New Vork.
Tne candy church wns broken uu nod

the pieces dlsti Ibuted umong the chil-
dren.

Ah the toys aere distributed en--

child was asked If there was anybody
at homo who wanted something. If
th y answered yen, as they Invariably
did. they wei glv n an extra box or
Ctt' dy and extra tOJ B,

i" were ..') dolla, r,.f"a horns.
S.OtW trumpets, 1,U0U drums, 5UU pieces nf
clithlng. S.0U0 boxes of candy, B.ouo
bioks, Sou fancy masks nod uu drum
distributed among the crowd during tn
t!i- -t hour, and when the i.ist child had
recolvetl it- - toyit there were . a num-
ber of dolls, boxes of candy and other
toys left over. NVahinj; bud been
si i red.

Manager Perry, of t ii Edison Electric
laJit Company, bad come prcparetl to
Illuminate the tree with electric lights,
but the tree was so heuvlly laden with
good things i' was decided not to change
the en t.

A KrittifyiiiK feature t the distribution
was that the children ware not made an
exhibition of. Those in charge had car-
ried out the orders of "The Kvenlna
World" that nobody ?dioud be udmitted
to witness the distribution.

Many poor people wh i had felt n pride
about having thoir little onei placed on
exhibition, were attracted to the rink
because thev knew ite-- would be alone
alono with the other poor children.

When it became apparent to the mana-
gers of the Christmas Tree that there
would be a large number of toys left
over, after everybody had been bounti-
fully supplied, ii was decided to admit
poor children holding the bogus tickets,
which had been sent out by persons not
in authority.

It was afterwards learned that fullv
&00 children had come In on these tickets.

The totiowiiiK latilei were on the com-
mittee, which had worked with untiring
aaal for "The Evening World's" Christ-
mas tree: Miss Viols Wllcomb, Mrs.
Vlrgle Wllcomb, Miss sstoiu Van Buren,
Mrs. Clara Ackermun, Miss iMun Ack- -

i n an. Mrs. M. Seniles, Miss Mulltner,
Miss Jessie Hicb, Miss Maud Uaker,
Miss Marguuii, Miag Lily

iBfyera, Miss Marie Piacke. Miss Darts,
Miss Kiia Perry, Miss Bdltn Perry, Mrs.
(leorge Con kiln. Miss Terry, Miss Ara-
bella Jones, Miss Louise Craft. Miss
Skinner. Miss Davids, Miss Lounsbury,
Mrs liupensy, Mrs. I). A. Fields. Miss
(letirgla Florence, Miss A. V. leims,
Mrs. Vol tens.

The who assisted the Indies
were; capt, IJuwns, Many lJuitr, Qeorge

ConkTln, Fretlerlek Prlggs, A. '.
T nil' ''hnrles V. Impoiit, Mr. Shea,
Mr. Morton, barbs Weir and M. 11.
Kanney

To Mr. Hdward J Shea Is due the
credit of managing thw distribution of
presents with success, and carrying out
the arrungements which had t,n made
i.'. tin failles and gentlemen for "The
Evening World."

The little children and their parents
earns from various parts of the city free,
through the kindness of Secretary

of the lirooklyn City Railroad
Company.

Mr. KngardUS lisd Issued orders to ull
conductors of the various lines of the
Company to puss ad persons bearing ad
ui. mum tlckete to "The Kvenlng World"
Christmas Tree ut the Kink.

AT IRVING HALL.

IlniKlri'ils of Kust-Sii- le Poor C'lill- -
ilrill SllllHtillltilllly Itniii'iiilii'ml.
The iilriurestnn east slile. always anl- -

mated, never presented such a busiiinpf
scene as irhen " 'rtie Bvtnlng World's"
Christmas Tree was opened for vpw to
the poor children of that section in
Irving Hull. Brooms Htrt'i't. between x

anil Norfolk Blreels, this morning-- .

As early us 7 o'clock Hiu'iiks of chil- -

dren gathered on the sidewalk in front
of Irving Hall, ami begun to make things
lively for Roundsman Cotton and I'atroi- -

nn'ii Frank. Itlngler, Tracey, COWIB,
Beyer, Dooley, ami Foley, who rould
scarcely keep an open space ut the en-

trance, which was to be thrown open at
:i :i ,1'clork.

Before o'clock, however, the crowd
had grown to such formidable propor-
tions, and was surging buck and for-

ward so Impatiently that J. K. Wkltley,
'p. hi in. in of the t'ommlttee In charge of

th" tree, decided not to wait until the ap-
pointed time. The doors were according-
ly thrown open.

No Invitation to enter was required.
,iui luijiiy sUuui iht yjui sjuwr

of children threw Itself forward and MS
u jin illled all the oien hallways, assf
corrlitors and staircases of the big bullCee ,

lug to their utmost capacity.
The lurge hall, where stood the glitter

Ing t'hrlstmns tree, was, of course, then
.Mecca Into which each child strove US
get first.

The tree was a thing of beauty. Its)
myriad lights made It shine like th
sun. und rilled euch little heart with
joy not felt since lust year's "Evenlnfi
World's" I'hrlstmas tree.

A momentary pause, long enough US

rn" vent to an exclamation of delight
and the host rushed at the blazing pyra
mid.

Tlien began the task of the Committee
i..s. hobbles. Jumping jacks, whips.

Noah's arks, ninepins, pulnt boxes,
checker boards and checkers, dishes.
candies, fancy crackers, tool chests,
school utensils and a hundred otl.ert
kinds of toyR and useful articles werei
given out to each holder of a tlck9t.

There were also, now and tnen, grown
folks to be served. These were mostly;
women In the last stages of destitution.
To these were given, In addition to tcysj
for their children, articles of clothing foe
themselves and their husbands.

Many also were the pathtuo scenes)
that accentuated the general tone ol
gavety which prevailed.

There was a little girl begging for soma
toys for her younger brother, who had
met wth an accident since he received
hU ticket and could not come In person.

There was u d mother with
a nursing Infant on tier arm, ctylng I K

with Joy. as she picked out articles oC "

apparel for her sick husband and boy. B 9
Nearly all who applied were or the) ' a

poorest In the city, and there was per- - I
haps not one that went away but bar ,J

with him feelings of gratitude for th 4
generous Bouls who had contributed to i
relievo the dreariness of Christmas fog jj

these unfortunates. s jj

The t'ommlttee consisted of J. B. Whit S I
ley, Henry Johnstone, John H. Miner. i s
Harrv fllmmons, Quy P. Baker. John) i
Norton, Fred Helms. Tim Walsh, Jobs) if
Cluncy and Louis Holomon. I U

s 11
AT THE HARLEM TREE. jj

Joy, Gayety and Gratitude Man!- - f
fested at Harlem Opera-Hous- e. I

As early as o'clock this morning chit- - j
dren began to crowd the steps leading to 1
the Harlem Opera-Hous- where "The Wf
Evening World's" Christmas Tree was) i
set up and where the distribution of H
toys and good things was made. I


